
Dialogues:
 Encounters with Riopelle’s Oeuvre from Sea to Sea

The official masterpiece of Jean Paul Riopelle’s Centenary Celebrations: 
Point de rencontre – Quintette (polyptyque), 1963. Oil on canvas, 428 x 564 cm (5 panels).

Centre national des arts plastiques, Paris. Inv. FNAC 90069.
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PRESENTATION OF THE PROGRAM  

Context

On the eve of celebrations for the 100th anniversary of Canadian artist Jean Paul Riopelle, 

the Riopelle Foundation is launching a vast, pan-Canadian cultural mediation project in 

partnership with Culture pour tous, made possible by generous support from the Govern-

ment of Canada.

The Jean Paul Riopelle Foundation celebrates the life, accomplishments and heritage of this 

great artist through the conservation, presentation and dissemination of his works. 

Culture pour tous was founded with a mission to increase the recognition of arts and culture 

as key factors that support personal development and healthy communities through ins-

piring, accessible and inclusive actions and strategies. It also seeks to encourage cultural 

engagement from organizations and individuals in order to facilitate the collective develop-

ment of a shared culture.

As part of the 100th anniversary of Riopelle’s birth, Jean Paul Riopelle Foundation and 

Culture pour tous are launching Dialogues: Encounters with Riopelle’s Oeuvre from Sea to 

Sea to offer Canadians the chance to (re)discover, understand and share this important part 

of our heritage. The program seeks to engage Canadians in a dialogue around the values 

of creative freedom, inclusion, cultural citizenship and the diversity of cultural practices and 

expressions.

https://fondationriopelle.com/en/home-page/
https://www.culturepourtous.ca/en/
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The Dialogues Program

Through its Canada-wide call for projects, Dialogues: Encounters with Riopelle’s Oeuvre 

from Sea to Sea is intended to mobilize artists, cultural workers, organizations and local 

communities to create public works of art (e.g., murals, sculptures, visual works, musicals, 

literary creations, etc.), participatory workshops or other initiatives based on cultural media-

tion, arts and cultural education, and artistic co-creation to generate a series of dialogues 

between Riopelle’s works and Canadian history, culture and heritage. 

In 2022-2023, the Dialogues program will provide financial support and personalized ac-

companiment to selected projects that, like Riopelle’s famous mosaics, will span across 

Canada from sea to sea, in each of its provinces and territories.

Anticipated Projects

Rooted firmly within their communities, each selected project should strive to offer creative 

solutions to a social issue specific to that territory. With one project taking place in each 

Canadian province and territory, each projects should be developed with an eye to creating 

dialogue not only with Riopelle’s works but between individuals by facilitating improbable 

meetings across the country. 

The projects must focus on one or more of the following themes related to Riopelle and his 

works, each of which remains deeply relevant to Canada’s modern social realities:   

• Ode to nature: art and environment

• Indigeneity: art, history and identity  

• Migration: art, here and elsewheres
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Each initiative will be co-developed or co-created with the community using an inclusive and 

collaborative approach. The activity or cultural work that results from this project will serve 

to inspire the population toward civic participation through strategies that focus on facili-

tation, cross-cultural interpretation and mediation, engagement and participation. Projects 

should consider how to generate a positive impact or legacy for the community.

These projects will provide opportunities for artists, cultural workers, organizations and local 

communities to become agents of change and revitalize the social relationships composing 

their communities by inviting the public to discover, celebrate and experience kinship with 

the cultures of Canada, while drawing inspiration from the life and works of Jean Paul  

Riopelle. 

These initiatives will finally allow the public to rediscover cultural gatherings and embodied 

experiences, to reappropriate and occupy public spaces, and to enhance the attractiveness 

of both interior and exterior urban cultural spaces1.

Support Offered

Depending on their needs and with an eye to the success of each initiative, the program will 

offer support and assistance to the individuals responsible for each project in the form of 

training workshops and mentorship while they develop and launch their project. 

Each project will receive 10 hours of support, to be used according to their needs in relation 

to different fields of knowledge, skills or interventions, such as: 

1  Barring a new wave of the COVID-19 pandemic that leads to public health directives prohibiting gatherings while the projects are underway.
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• Developing partnerships with social and community organizations;

• Arts and cultural education;

• Cultural and artistic projects with a social impact;

• Project management;

• Cultural citizenship;

• Cohabitation between the public and different populations,  

especially in urban environments;

• Communications and promotion for cultural initiatives;

• The works of Jean Paul Riopelle;

• Indigenous cultures and reconciliation;

• Project co-creation and co-construction with marginalized populations.

 

The specific support needs of each project will be discussed at the beginning of the pro-

gram and reviewed throughout the development and implementation of initiatives to ensure 

they are successfully completed.  
 

A online community of practice will also be organized with all of the project leaders and 

members of the Jean Paul Riopelle Foundation and Culture pour tous. Project leaders will 

receive an invitation to meet and share their initiatives with one another after the results of 

the call for projects have been announced. The online event will provide project leaders 

with an opportunity to meet, to share about their challenges and their best practices within  

a community, and to facilitate the sharing of experiences and mutual aid. 

The Dialogues program will therefore serve as a hub for pan-Canadian discussions about 

the works of Jean Paul Riopelle and about artistic and cultural initiatives with a social impact.
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The accompaniment offered by the Program is intended to:

• Support teams in their process, especially as regards social impact;

• Provide the benefits of collective intelligence  

and ensure knowledge-sharing in a co-development model;

• Initiate an open community for learning that spans the country.  

SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION

Eligible Applicants

Professional Canadian artists, arts centres or cooperatives, non-profit organizations,  

Canadian cultural mediators or independent cultural workers, local governments  

(cities, villages, townships, etc.).
 

Eligible Expenses 

Direct costs for the project, including: 

• Developing and completing the activities;

• Reimbursement of living expenses (transportation, lodging, per diem), as applicable;

• Honorariums for artists and cultural workers;

• Documentation and promotion;

• Project evaluation and knowledge-sharing;

• Project administration (maximum of 15% of the total budget)

• Purchase of material or equipment specifically required for the activity  

(excluding equipment related to a building);

• Compensation for participants (co-creation, consultation, etc.), as applicable.

CALL FOR PROJECTS | GUIDE 
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Eligibility Criteria

One project will be selected for each Canadian province and territory. Proposed projects 

can be new or already under development. A prior project could also be renewed. 

To be eligible, projects must: 

• In a creative freedom spirit, the projects must offer original proposals and not  

reproductions of portraits or works of the artist;

• Create a work, artistic production or any creative legacy related to "dialogue"   

and "living together";

• Include tangible elements related to the community and civic participation;

• Mobilize local or regional artists;

• Establish links with the works of Riopelle and the three proposed themes  

(Ode to nature, Indigeneity, Migration);

• In the project proposal, clearly define the civic role of individuals and of the  

organizations, communities, artists and cultural workers involved, as applicable;

• Understand local sociocultural issues;

• Fall under the definition of cultural mediation with a social impact  

(see the glossary included at the end of this Guide);

• Encourage the development of a feeling of pride and of belonging to the territory;

• Provoke meetings between different populations (ages, origins, backgrounds).
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Calendar for 2022-2023 

| Call for projects begins | Monday, August 29th, 2022

| Deadline for project submission | Monday, October 31th, 2022, at 11:59 p.m. (EST)

| Announcement of decisions | Allow approximately a month from the date of submission  

| Project completion | Saturday, July 15th, 2023

| Final report due date | Friday, August 25th, 2023, at 11:59 p.m. (EST) 

Nature of the Support Given to Each Project

Financial support of up to $30,000;

A bank of 10 hours for support or training from experts, according to the needs of project 

leaders;

Promotion of the project by Culture pour tous and the Riopelle Foundation in view of the 

centenary celebrations of Jean Paul Riopelle’s birth, as well as on the website dedicated  

to the program.

For more Information

Dialogues@fondationriopelle.com

culturepourtous.ca/en/cultural-professionals/dialogues

mailto:Dialogues%40fondationriopelle.com?subject=
https://www.culturepourtous.ca/en/cultural-professionals/dialogues/
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Necessary Information and Supporting Documents

To submit an application, you must submit the following documents in PDF format: 

PDF 1 

• Detailed budget (template in the Word version of the application form); 

PDF 2 – maximum of 10 pages

• Brief history of the organization and its partners, as applicable;

• An example of a prior artistic work that involved civic participation  

or project involving cultural or artistic mediation completed by the applicant;

• CVs and portfolios for the artists, cultural mediators or workers  

and other individuals with significant involvement in the project; 

• Letters of commitment from any partners.

PDF 3 – if applicable

• A copy of the applying organization’s letters patent;

• Financial statements for the applying organization’s last fiscal year;

• A resolution of the organization’s Board of Directors authorizing the submission  

of the application for financial support and authorizing a designated representative  

to sign all of the agreements related to that request  

(can be submitted after the application);

• The most recent annual report.

https://www.culturepourtous.ca/en/cultural-professionals/dialogues/wp-content/uploads/sites/28/2022/08/form_prep_Dialogues_EN_revuVP23ao%C3%BBt-1.docx


11  Dialogues Program . Call for Projects | Guide

APPENDIX 1: 

WHAT IS A CULTURAL MEDIATION PROJECT WITH A SOCIAL IMPACT? 

It’s an artistic or cultural project that seeks to address or propose solutions to a specific so-

cial issue or situation within a local community, region or territory. For example, this project 

hopes to explore one or more of the following issue areas. 

ENCOURAGING CIVIC ENCOUNTERS AND SOCIAL INCLUSION  

Encouraging and valuing everyone’s contributions toward building an equitable, resilient 

and dynamic society; strengthening existing relationships; encouraging individuals to be a 

part of their communities, especially among more vulnerable populations; encouraging dia-

logue between communities; advocating for the security and dignity of all persons; encoura-

ging community action and the social economy… 

REDUCING INEQUALITIES  

Reducing inequalities related to income, age, sex, gender, disability, ethnic and cultural 

identities, religion, etc.; eliminating discriminatory practices and encouraging those that 

can create greater equality; promoting access to the labour market, education and literacy; 

ensuring everyone has access to basic services that are high-quality, safe and affordable, 

including access to housing and transportation…  
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PROMOTING HEALTH AND WELL-BEING FOR ALL  

Ensuring everyone is healthy and well at every stage of their life; guaranteeing universal 

health coverage and equal access to safe, affordable, effective and quality medication; en-

suring access to a sufficient variety and quantity of healthy food, to physical activity and to a 

safe work environment…

PROMOTING THE EMERGENCE OF PEACEFUL AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES   

Reducing or ending all forms of violence, mistreatment and exploitation; promoting the rule 

of law, ensuring equal access to justice, creating institutions that are efficient, responsible 

and transparent. 
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PARTICIPATION

Civic involvement and participation are crucial for cultural projects. The ultimate beneficia-

ries of a project must be included in its development. Mobilizing the expertise of individuals 

will allow them to take real ownership of the cultural project. 

TRANSVERSALITY  

The adoption of a transversal approach to an issue allows different methodologies and 

actors to work together. Transversality favours the co-construction and co-development of 

cultural projects and roots them in a dynamic of exchanges and shared responsibility.

 

INNOVATION  

An innovative project is able to take new approaches that differ from more familiar ones that 

may be better understood. It can help pass from a specific understanding of a given pro-

blem to something broader, which accounts for more aspects or dimensions of the issue.  

Innovation can be present in the content or themes of a project just as easily as the me-

thods or means by which it leads to reflections and action.

EFFECTIVENES  

Effectiveness can be assessed by the creation of one or more positive impacts, tangible 

or intangible, on a given territory and population. The impacts of a project or cultural de-

velopment policy must therefore be measurable using objectives determined by the initial 

diagnostic that was made.

APPENDIX 2: 

KEY CONCEPTS TO HELP INSPIRE YOU (Source: UCLG) 
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SUSTAINABILITY   

Local developments should never be designed without considering their sustainability and 

durability. Projects must be considered over the short, medium and long term. This will allow 

actions and decisions to be made in keeping with broader global dynamics.

ABOUT CULTURAL CITIZENSHIP  

Cultural citizenship invites us to think about each individual’s participation in cultural life 

differently. It asks us to invite them not only as spectators but as the creators and dissemi-

nators of culture. This idea is a perfect match for the new realities created by the digital turn 

of our societies, opening new ways to produce, share and use our knowledge. In practice, it 

contributes to individual emancipation, results in a more equitable distribution of power and 

favours the emergence of horizontal, dynamic and original collectives.  
 

In other words, it asks us quite simply: "How can each person’s capabilities to discover, en-

joy, create, share and protect culture be enabled?" 

(Source: Rome Charter, CGLU, 2020.)
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ABOUT SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  

This program seeks to strengthen and highlight the cross-cutting contributions culture 

makes to the pillars of sustainable development through their shared commitment to provi-

ding individuals with a high quality of life in the present without compromising the ability of 

future generations to meet their own needs.

(Source: Brundtland Report.)

*Culture pour tous wishes to highlight that the success of this relationship between arts and 

culture and sustainable development depends on the degree to which each of these fields 

can successfully inform the other while still maintaining its own distinct goals. For the former, 

this means deepening our felt relationship to the world, while the latter focuses on our rela-

tionship to social, environmental and economic issues.  A reciprocal relationship opens the 

door to interdisciplinary and intersectoral processes animated by the spirit of a true meeting 

between equal.
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JEAN PAUL RIOPELLE AND HIS WORKS

• Riopelle Foundation
• Catalogue raisonné de Jean Paul Riopelle
• Art Canada Institute / Resources on Jean Paul Riopelle: Life & Work 
• Art Canada Institute / Resources sur Jean Paul Riopelle:  

Abstraction and the Inspiration of Nature through the art of Jean Paul Riopelle 

CULTURAL MEDIATION

• Culture pour tous, Cultural mediation resources
• Observatoire des médiations culturelles (OMEC)
• Cultural Mediation, Museums and Diverse Audiences. Guide for an Inclusive Experience (2021)

UNESCO – United Cities and Local Governments (UCGL)

• The 2020 Rome Charter 
• Observatory on Good Practices Related to A21C
• Culture 21: Actions Commitments on the role of culture in sustainable cities
• Culture as Goal in the Post-2015 Development Agenda
• Culture in the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda: A Report by the Culture 2030 Goal Campaign
• Adoption of Agenda 21 for culture
• The Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations
 

QUEBEC’S AGENDA 21 FOR CULTURE

• Document officiel de l’Agenda 21 de la culture du Québec
• Quebec’s Agenda 21 for culture – summarized by UCGL
• Colloque international (2012) – retranscriptions
• La culture : un pilier du développement durable des villes
• Réseau Les Arts et la Ville, Petit guide d’implantation de L’Agenda 21 de la culture

CULTURAL CITIZENSHIP

• Le Devoir, Mieux comprendre la citoyenneté culturelle
• Réseau Québec Culture, Démarche sur la citoyenneté culturelle des jeunes

APPENDIX 3: 
REFERENCES AND RESOURCES  

https://fondationriopelle.com/en/home-page/
https://riopelle.ca/en/welcome/
https://www.aci-iac.ca/art-books/jean-paul-riopelle/
https://www.aci-iac.ca/education/teacher-resource-guides/abstraction-and-the-inspiration-of-nature-through-the-art-of-jean-paul-riopelle/
https://www.culturepourtous.ca/en/cultural-professionals/cultural-mediation/
https://omec.inrs.ca/en/about-us/
https://ecomusee.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Cultural-Mediation_Museums-and-Diverse-Audiences.pdf
https://agenda21culture.net/sites/default/files/2020_rc_eng_0.pdf
https://obs.agenda21culture.net/index.php/en/home-grid
https://agenda21culture.net/sites/default/files/files/culture21-actions/c21_015_en.pdf
https://agenda21culture.net/sites/default/files/files/pages/advocacy-page/culture-as-goal_eng.pdf
https://www.agenda21culture.net/sites/default/files/culture2030goal_en_exres.pdf
https://www.agenda21culture.net/sites/default/files/adhesion_en_2.pdf
https://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals
https://collections.banq.qc.ca/ark:/52327/bs2079490
https://www.agenda21culture.net/sites/default/files/files/good_practices/quebec_a21c_eng.pdf
https://mcc.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/documents/agenda21/transcription_integrale_colloque_culturedd12_finale.pdf
https://montreal.mediationculturelle.org/agenda-21-de-la-culture/
https://www.arts-ville.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Guide-implantation_A21C.pdf
https://www.ledevoir.com/culture/499524/mieux-comprendre-la-citoyennete-culturelle
https://www.culturecdq.ca/nos-realisations/demarche-sur-la-citoyennete-culturelle-des-jeunes/7

